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PROGRAM OVERVIEW
2 year project June 2024 – June 2026

To guide health professionals in their clinical practice and care of people living with 
dementia, taking into account the best and most recent evidence, and relevance for 
people living with dementia and their families/carers

3 streams of work: Risk reduction, Diagnosis and therapies, Post-diagnostic care

Integrated knowledge translation and implementation
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People with lived experience of dementia 
2 consumer leads & Consumer Advisory Group

Advocacy organisations
Representing people living with dementia, and their carers
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Australian 
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Guidelines 
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People with authority to drive 
change 
Healthcare professional peak 
bodies, providers organisations, 
Department of Health and 
Aged Care
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People with knowledge translation skills
Leads and Implementation and Engagement Manager

Voices of capability

People who can connect 
diverse communities 
Interest holders representing 
diverse communities, e.g. First 
Nations, Culturally and 
Linguistically Diverse, 
LGBTQIA+, Rural and remote

Leaders from all aspects of 
dementia care 
diverse Steering Group 
including leaders of 
international dementia 
guidelines

Voices of connection 

Multidisciplinary experts
Guideline Development Group 
members and Leads, including 
people with lived experience of 
dementia, representing diverse 
interests and expertise
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Voices of Experience: someone with lived, personal experience in the challenge to be addressed through design
Voice of Intent: the stakeholder (often a local official, program officer, and/or funder) who holds the core vision of the project and ensures the design process stays on track, moving toward agreed-upon objectives
Voice of capability: the stakeholder who brings technical expertise to the design process (e.g., expert with key medical research insights, understanding of standard of care trends and current literature). 
Voice of connection: acts as a broker to bring together all the voices to ensure that the solutions being developed, tested, and implemented are responsible and future oriented



WHY THE DEMENTIA GUIDELINES ARE IMPORTANT
Living with dementia – diagnosed in 2014 with two types of dementia 

Need a safe pathway for our own health and wellbeing

Post diagnosis – need ongoing care and support from primary care doctor, specialist 
doctor and allied health/nursing including referrals

Important to see the whole person – all health conditions to stay well

I know what is possible is diagnosis and care pathway because of my cancer journey. I 
want to see the same for dementia



HOW WILL WE DEVELOP THE GUIDELINES

GRADE 
assessment

Development of 
recommendations

Evidence 
synthesis

Scoping topics Independent 
review

Public 
consultation

Publish 
guidelines 

and support 
materials

Evidence review for 
each topic



GRADE methodology

Consider existing guidelines and systematic reviews, where available

Evidence to Decision Framework consider the certainty of the evidence, equity, 
acceptability, feasibility and cost-effectiveness when making recommendations

Knowledge Translation and Implementation
.

HOW WILL WE DEVELOP THE GUIDELINES



WHERE WE ARE AT NOW
Establishing the scope of the project
• collated clinical questions from previous Australian and recent international guidelines

• Initial exploratory survey of the Leadership group followed by a second wider survey of the Guideline 
Development Group, Advisory Group and external interest holders to identify range of topics

• Duplicate questions were unified, potential questions grouped under the 3 streams

• Series of meetings to consider relevant available knowledge and evidence:
- Shortlist and priority ranking of new topics and clinical questions underway
- Clarifying which questions from 2016 guidelines will remain
- Reaching out to international guidelines groups to seek recent evidence reviews and summaries, and to 

use for adoption or adaptation as necessary
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Interventions that reduce the risk of 
dementia

RISK REDUCTION stream - examples of new topics

https://alzheimers.org.nz/about-dementia/reducing-the-risk/

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Introduce yourself as a Lead
Things you could talk about that could be useful: 
- what is important about the theme and why
- what has prompted the questions that have been shortlisted for this theme
- areas of change or uncertainty
- questions that have not been addressed in previous guidelines




Screening tools for dementia

Biomarkers for dementia

New treatments for dementia

Driving and dementia

DIAGNOSIS & THERAPIES stream - examples of new topics

https://www.verywellhealth.com/alzheimers-and-montreal-cognitive-assessment-moca-98617
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Introduce yourself as a Lead
- what is important about the theme and why
- what has prompted the questions that have been shortlisted for this theme
- areas of change or uncertainty
- questions that have not been addressed in previous guidelines





Interventions to support independence and quality of life

Non-drug therapies for behavioural and psychological symptoms of dementia

Pain management 

Models of care towards end-of-life

POST-DIAGNOSTIC CARE stream - examples of new topics

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Introduce yourself as a Lead
Things you could talk about that could be useful: 
- what is important about the theme and why
- what has prompted the questions that have been shortlisted for this theme
- areas of change or uncertainty
- questions that have not been addressed in previous guidelines
	pain and palliative care not in AUS CPDC
	some new interventions to support independence



WHAT NEXT

Share what you think is 
important across reducing 
dementia risk, screening and 
diagnosis of dementia, and 
post diagnosis care.

Complete the survey

http://bit.ly/3BWQI3C

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Survey will be open for 1 month

http://bit.ly/3BWQI3C


THANK YOU
Please register for updates on the 
Dementia Guidelines website

https://www.monash.edu/medicine/dementia-
guidelines

The webinar recording and FAQ addressing your 
questions will be made available on the website 
in coming weeks

https://www.monash.edu/medicine/dementia-guidelines
https://www.monash.edu/medicine/dementia-guidelines
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